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Both Colombia and Ecuador have a rich diversity of Marantaceae. Collecting in the montane forests in both 
countries have yielded some interesting new, red-bracted species of Calathea. There are currently 69 species of 
Calathea recognized for Ecuador (Kennedy 2013, 2014), but so far only 49 described species are recorded for 

r and C. shishicoensis from 

TAXONOMIC TREATMENT 

Plants rhizomatous, caulescent, herbs, 35-60 cm high; stem green, internodes between basal leaves sericeous, 
uppermost, elongate, portion glabrous; cataphylls appressed tomentose, more densely so at apex, margins and 
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Fig. 1. Calathea rubribracteata H. Kenn. Holotype. (/. Cabrera &H. van derWerff 15829 MO). 
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